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for newsletter and web site submissions 

February 2009 

Back to Booktown 2009 
 With the New Year started the organising committee is in 

full swing preparing for Back to Booktown 2009 to be held on 

the weekend of 2 & 3 May. Back to Booktown is a not-for-profit 

community event where as many funds as possible are churned 

back into the community via community groups or the purchase 

of infrastructure (such as trestle tables) for community use.  

We have booked 56 sites with only 4 remaining. Booksellers are 

coming from NSW, Tasmania and Victoria. A full list is on the 

web site. www.booktown.clunes.org 

If you would like to make a location available for book traders 

as a site please contact Tess Brady (5345 3147). 

 The event creates opportunities for community groups and 

local businesses and it also creates enormous positive publicity 

for Clunes, which over time, benefits us all.  Thanks to the 

generosity of spirit of the people of Clunes, Back to Booktown 

has not only become a major Victorian rural event but is 

heralded far and wide as a model community event.  Its success 

is due primarily to the involvement of community groups and 

the many individual volunteers. 

Volunteers Needed 

Come and be a volunteer- itôs fun and you get to wear one of 

those great aprons! 

We need that army of volunteers Clunes is so good at finding - 

there is a 2 hour job for everyone, the young, the old, the tall, 

the short, the athletic and the arm-chair philosopher. We need 

organisers and do-ers. We need helpers before, during and after 

the event. Call Maree Stephenson (5345 3359) at the Clunes 

Library and let her know the things youôd like to help with.   

Opportunities for groups 

All Clunes groups, clubs and societies are invited to make the 

most of fund raising opportunities provided by Back to 

Booktown weekend. There are 2 ways of doing this.  

1. Your group could offer to carry out one of the jobs for a fee. 

Jobs include night time security; setting up; taking down; 

driving the mini bus; refreshing the toilets; secretarial work and 

answering phones or helping with selling books at the writers 

sessions. Call Graeme Johnstone (5345 3267) to register your 

interest. 

2. Your group could offer to run a food stall. A workshop on 

how to make the most of the opportunity will be run by a local 

chef.  Call Tim Hayes (5345 3426) to register your interest. 

Business opportunities 

Mobile Food & Drink Vendors and Catering businesses/

individuals wishing to establish a food stall need to call Tim 

Hayes (5345 3426) to book a location. All food stall operators 

(whether community, individual or businesses) will need to 

provide evidence of a Temporary Food Stall Permit and a 

current public liability policy. Shire inspectors will be operating 

over the weekend so if you want a stall itôs important to call and 

book. 

Please note that there will be no street vendors or market type 

stalls          ---->> Pg 2 

"Banquet @ Bailey"  
 

"Feast on Fraser" has moved 
We have now organised a sumptous dinner to be 

held at the Clunes Town Hall. 
 

The Dinner will be "alfresco style"  
(weather permitting), 

otherwise the Event will be moved indoors. 
 

Canapés will be served on the forecourt of the  
Town Hall at 6.30 p.m.  

followed by a 3 course dinner with  
matching local wines. 

 

Date:  Saturday 28th February 2009 
 

Time:  6.30 p.m. 
 

Venue:  Clunes Town Hall 
 

Price:  $80.00 per head - all inclusive 
 

There will be a fundraising raffle on the night 
 

Bookings and payment can be made with Ken Gibson 
at the Clunes Newsagency. 

 

Please advise of any special dietary requirements 
 

This Event for Clunes, has over the years donated 
$19,000 

 towards local community organisations. 
 

Funds raised this year will be donated to the  
Clunes Angling Club 

to help with capital works in the restoration of their 
club rooms - 

"The Old School of Mines" - a worthy project. 

 

Chemist & Post Office 

have moved to 

59 Fraser St 

(across the road) 

All phone numbers and services 

remain unchanged 
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SWAP SHOP 
 

A Swap Shop is now open at No 99 Bailey St, 

Clunes (cnr Service St).  Bring along any items you no 

longer need, and swap them for things you do need.  

Suitable items to swap include: clothes, household items, 

linen, CDs, DVDs, books, small pieces of furniture, toys 

etc.  Please no appliances, food, mattresses, large furniture 

or anything broken.  Items must be in good condition.  

Open   Mondays & Thursdays, 2-5PM  

   Saturdays 10-12 

Ring Judy:  5345 3342 or 0408 088 119  

 

Bendigo Bank Agency   

 

Clunes Newsagency 49 Fraser Street  

Phone 5345 3223 Fax 5345 3747 

OTHER SERVICES: 
 

Binding         Calling Cards Phone Cards 
Folding (single page)     Internet time Facsimile 
Service 
Mobile Phones & Recharge  Photocopying-including colour 

     Intralot    -----------------------  Tattersallôs 

Is your computer giving you a hard time?  
 

Do you understand your computer? 
 

I will come to your home and help you on 

your computer day or evening. 
 

 

Phone Andrew Brown on: 
 5345 3133 (shop)     5345 3766 (home)   

 

 Mobile:   0429 172 029  

Shop: 2A Service Street Clunes 
 

 Reasonable Rates (Based  in  Clunes.) 

Art in the Park  

Queens Park Clunes 
 

Sunday 22nd. February 10a.m. to 4.pm. 

Exhibition of work by local Artists 

Contact June Johnstone 53453267 

or Kate Edwards (CLAG Clunes Local Art Group)  53453889 

Back to Booktown 2009 Cont. 

Bendigo Bank 

Welcome aboard to the Creswick & District Community 

Bank Branch of the Bendigo Bank. The bank is providing a 

sponsorship package that includes the hosting of the Volunteers 

Thank You Party at the conclusion of the event. 

Sponsorship ï Show your support 

Sponsorship is essential for the success of an event of this size. 

All businesses in Clunes have been asked to consider 

subscribing to a Sponsorship Package at a cost of $150. It is a 

tangible way of demonstrating support for the event. Individuals 

are most welcome to become a Sponsor of Back to Booktown. 

Call Tim Hayes (5345 3426) if you wish to become a Sponsor. 

Road closures 

On Friday 1st May Fraser St will be closed between Service and 

Templeton St. so that we can install marquees. The school bus 

will stop at an alternative location on this day. During the day of 

Saturday and Sunday (from 8am-5pm) Bailey St between 

Service and Templeton St will be closed and Templeton St 

between Fraser and Bailey St.  

Parking will be limited to 30 minutes outside of the IGA in 

Service Street to allow for local shoppers.  

If there is an anticipated problem caused by the road closures 

please call Graeme Johnstone (5345 3267).CFA stall 

The giant Nothing-Over-$5 CFA stall will take place in the 

Bottle Museum complex. Call Ian Baker (0429 942 637) who is 

co-ordinating it for the CFA to offer books and helping hands.  

Other activities 

There will be displays of paper making and paper marbelling 

and an exhibition of book plates and a demonstration of 

childrenôs book illustration.   

To enquire about these events call Tess Brady (5345 3147) 

Guest Writers 

Our writers are confirmed. They will be arriving Thursday 

evening and giving free talks during Saturday and Sunday. Their 

books will be on sale and they will be available to sign them.  

The writers are Frank Moorhouse, Eva Sallis, Julienne van Loon 

and Matthew Condon. 

See Maree Stephenson in the Library for more information 

about these writers and their books. 

Update on the Weekend 

Our website www.booktown.clunes.org is up and running, 

thanks to volunteer efforts from Marc Muehlhaeuser  and Tad 

Kozdra. We keep the site up-to-date so itôs the best place for an 

up-date on how things are progressing. We will continue to 

provide updates via the Clunes Community News 

    Clunes Mobile Gym 
40 Weeks to Fitness in 09   

Now only $2 per session 
Supervised group gym sessions    

every Monday Night  
Women 5:30pm to 6:20pm 

Mixed 6:30pm to 7:20pm 

Men 7:30pm to 8:20pm 

Ph: 5345 9171   

An Initiative of the Hepburn Health Service.    

Phone orders taken for deliveries  
on Thursday & Saturday  

Agents for : 
Crameriõs  - Chaff & Grains  

Castlegate - Stock Feed Solutions  

James & Son - Pallets & Grain Mixes  

Barastock  - Pet & Stock feed Mixes  

Hygain & Minative - Feed Mixes  

Whiteyõs - Pet Meats  

We also supply:   
Garden Products & Mulches  

Sheep, Cow & Horse Manure & Straws  

Horses issues - service available - 

give me a call. 

Supplier of produce for your  
pets and stock  

Ph 5345 3795 Fax 5345 3676  

Mobile 0437 253 187  

e-mail: crofty50@hotmail.com  

 

BEST WISHES TO ONE AND ALL FOR 2009. CHEERS, BARRY CROFT 

 

 

 

 

  

Contact: GEOFF on 0409 958 853  

BOBCAT  

FOR HIRE  

Tip Truck &  
Small Excavator All Areas  

 ̧Driveways  ̧ Small Excavations  ̧ Horse Arenas 
  ̧ Post Hole Borers  ̧ Gorse & Light Scrub Clearing 

http://www.booktown.clunes.org
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 Decks      Carpenters  Handyman 

 Concreters      Pergolas   Electricians Tree 

Lopping    Verandas   Plumbers Gardening     

Bathrooms  Painters    

 Tilers/Pavers    Plasterers   Ride on Mowing 

óNo job to big or too smallô 

GREY ARMY 
Home and property Maintenance Services  

Phone: 5333 5555    greyarmy@ncable.net.au  

 

Maria  Culvenor              phone 5345 3480 
Timeless Harmony 

65 Fraser Street  
Clunes 

 

Ò Gifts 
Ò Home wares 
Ò Garden wares 
Ò Ladies Shoes & Accessories 
Ò Lay-bys, Gift Voucher  
Ò Eftpos available  
Ò Avon orders can be taken   

Trading Hours 

Thursday - Sunday 

10.00 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

47 Fraser Street Clunes 3370    

Ph: 5345 3754   

 Hours: Tues. to Sat.  -  Closed Mondayõs 

 

Veronica 

 CLUNES FAMILY HAIRDRESSER  

 

CLUNES COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 
 

Provided by the Clunes Tourist & Development Association Inc 
Layout/Design & Printed by:  Clunes Neighbourhood House  

 

Contributions:   Group/Committee/Organisation/Sports 
Clubs. Please send us details of meetings and/or events.  
 Articles, news items, letters, happenings all welcome 
email:thegateway@clunes.org Please submit articles 
in word or straight text format where possible. Photos 
- in B&W when you can. Hardcopy articles or Cdôs can 
be dropped into the Clunes Neighbourhood House   
69 Service Street  (behind hospital)  Phone: 5345 3486 

Submissions  
BEFORE 22nd  
of each month 

Advertisement Rates as of April 2008  
 
 Half Page $80 
 Quarter Page $40  
 Bus Card $20  
 1/2 Bus Card $15 
 
Prepay 11 months pay for 10. 
  
Prepay 6 months pay for 5.  
 
 
No Newsletter is produced in January. 

 

your local estate agent 

 

45 FRASER STREET, CLUNES 3370  
 

Phone:  5345 3533           Mobile:  0419 561 380 
 

Web: www.aagpc.com.au 

Email:aaron@aagpc.com.au 

Clunes ñWords in Winterò Festival 2009 
(coming to a venue near you in early August) 

 

 Planning starts now for this popular event, the purpose of 

which is to celebrate the written word in all its forms. 

Everyone in our community, from the youngest to the oldest, is 

invited to participate ensuring a distinct local favour. 

We hope that local groups, clubs and schools will be involved, 

and we will be seeking expressions of interest from these areas. 

Involvement can be, for example, through Poetry, Reading, 

Writing, Singing or composing songs, video performances, 

talking or writing of experiences within your group, or 

individual ñtales to tellò. 
 

 We look forward to some enjoyable entainment with Words, 

this Winter, in Clunes. 
 

 The Volunteer committee, Alison Pithers, Rhonda Fawcett, 

Pam Adams, will be happy to discuss and issues with you. 
 

Alison Pithers ï Words in Winter Coordinator. 

Email: barryalison@bigpond.com 

Phone: 5345 4096 

Carers Morning Tea 
 

 Are you a carer for a friend, relative  

or loved one? 

Would you like to meet other people  

in the area in a similar situation? 
 

 A Morning Tea for carers is being organised on the  

4th March , at the Clunes Neighbourhood House  

(rear of the Health Service). 

 

RSVP to Sue or Nola on 1800 059 059 by 25th February  

so we have the numbers for catering.  

Respite care can be arranged when you talk to Sue of Nola. 

mailto:barryalison@bigpond.com
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Clunes Handyman 
Home and Property Maintenance 

Home Renovations 
  Decking 

  Wall and Floor Tiling 
      Plastering 
        Home Renovations 
          Small Extensions 

also - Arc and Mig Welding 
 

Bob Ashford   0439 422 447   5345 3311 

 

 

151 Sargeants Road Epsom  
   Gary Mountjoy 

 

Yenrod Trading Shed 2, Wiltshire Ln, Ballarat  
Urgently require all types of wool for large Mill orders. 
Including Cross-bred lambs 
Shed clean ups a specialty. 
 

Open:Tues. - Wed. - Fri. 9.30am - 4pm 

Phone: 0417 510 228  or  5448 8470  

 

Jim Robinsonôs            SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS  
130 Beckworth Court Rd, Clunes 

Phone 5345 4094      Mobile 0418 132 821 
WE ARE WARRANTY AGENTS FOR TALON POWER EQUIPMENT, VILLIERS 

MOTORS, BRIGGS AND STRATTON EQUIPMENT , SIMPLICITY GARDEN 
EQUIPMENT AND NORAM CLUTCH TRANSMISSIONS 

 

Pressure die cast aluminium pump body 

Cast iron volite diffuser 

Cast iron discharge caps 

High performance 

Simply-charged, self-priming design 

Single $560 not $620...Dual  $630 from $690  

CAMERON WARD COUNCILLOR REPORT  
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT GRANT ASSISTS 

CLUNES 
In November last year I represented the Hepburn Shire at the 

inaugural Australian Council of Local Governments forum in 

Canberra. At that forum Prime Minister Kevin Rudd announced 

a $300 million package to local councils as part of his 

governmentôs attempt to stimulate the economy during the 

global financial crisis. The Hepburn Shire received $425,000 

and of this amount $255,000 (or 55% of the total grant) has been 

allocated by Council to improve the toilet facilities and other 

improvements at Collins Place. 

This project will include sustainable measures such as the 

installation of underground rainwater tanks, diversion of storm 

water into tanks, waterless urinals and landscape improvements 

to the park. Council is currently considering relocating the 

toilets immediately south of the existing facility so that any 

future redevelopment of the Clunes Museum will not be 

impeded. 

PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE 
On 11 December I attended the announcement by the Victorian 

Premier to re-open the passenger rail service between 

Maryborough and Ballarat. At this stage the Government has not 

made any decision regarding extending this service to include 

train stops at Clunes and Creswick (in Hepburn Shire) and 

Talbot (in Central Goldfields Shire). 

In conjunction with the Mayor of Central Goldfields Shire (Cr 

Chris Meddows-Taylor) we have asked our respective CEOs to 

convene a working group to develop a strategy aimed at 

lobbying the State Government to include stops at the three 

towns once the passenger service commences. Part of this 

strategy is likely to include surveys in the three towns on the 

potential patronage and given that none of the towns have 

secondary schools, the use of a passenger rail service by 

students alone would be significant. 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 2009 
Council has adopted its meeting dates for 2009 and has re-

introduced the rotation of meetings around the Shire. Council 

will meet at the Clunes Town Hall on three occasions 

throughout the year, the first of these being on Tuesday 17 

February at 7.00 pm. The other meetings scheduled for Clunes 

will be held in June and October. All Council meetings are held 

on the third Tuesday of each month. 

RENAMING OF THE BALLARAT ï 

MARYBOROUGH ROAD  
Council has received a proposal to rename the Ballarat ï 

Maryborough Road as the óGoldfields Highwayô. This road 

extends from Miners Rest via Clunes and Talbot to 

Maryborough. At this stage the Hepburn Council has offered no 

objection to the proposal however all affected property owners 

in the City of Ballarat, Hepburn Shire and Central Goldfields 

Shire will be consulted about the name change. 

SERVICE REQUESTS 
To register any issue relating to maintenance of roads, drains, 

streets and roadside trees etc you can contact the Council as 

follows: 

Telephone: 5348 1577 

Fax: 5348 2911 

Email: shire@hepburn.vic.gov.au 

By using these contact numbers you will find that the process of 

responding to your requests will be much more efficient. 

 

Tim Hayes 

Councilor, Cameron Ward  

mailto:shire@hepburn.vic.gov.au


 

5 

Clunes Police Clunes Police   
Hannah St , Clunes Phone: 5345 3211 or 000 

 

 Welcome back everybody; hope you all had a good XMAS 

and New Year. 

 There has been some recent activity in the area on the 

criminal front, with a few residential burglaries and thefts.  I 

have also been notified of some óolderô type offences that were 

not reported at the time.  It is very important that if you are the 

victim of a crime, no matter how small you think it is, please let 

me know.  When I have questioned the victims as to why they 

waited so long to let the police know that they have been the 

victim of a crime, I get the same responses in that óOh I didnôt 

want to be a nuisance or waste your time.ô  I have charged a 

couple of youths in relation to the burglary and damage 

committed at the Rec. Centre in December. 

 I cannot stress enough if you are unfortunate enough to be a 

victim of crime that you report it to police ASAP.  The police 

need to know what is happening around the district.  This is the 

same in regards to general enquiries, if you have a problem and 

need some advice or assistance please contact me.  As I have 

told others that have contacted me, that if I can help I will, if I 

donôt know the answer to your enquiry I will attempt to find out 

and if your problem turns out to be not police related and I cant 

do anything to help I will also tell you that.  My motto is, óIt 

canôt hurt to askô 

 Some good news, if you recall in the last newsletter 

Operation RAID ï the state-wide operation targeting Drink 

Drivers, (there have been plenty of ads on the TV with Assistant 

Commissioner Ken LAY) was run between 21st November and 

13th December, 2008.  I personally administered more than 500 

Preliminary Breath Tests during this time and I was very pleased 

to see that no one was over the alcohol limit, you are to be 

commended. 

 I attended at a collision scene on Monday the 19th of 

January, 2009, where a young fella (10 years old) collided with 

a car on the Talbot Road, near Roses Lane.  The young fella was 

extremely lucky to get away with only minor injuries.  The most 

disturbing thing was that the boy was not wearing a Helmet.  I 

implore parents to make sure that their kids, and themselves, 

ALWAYS wear a helmet when riding a bicycle.  The results 

could have been tragic.  I will fine anyone I catch not wearing 

their helmet, you have been warnedé. 

 I have included the Clunes Police mobile phone number at 

the bottom of the article, as I realise that the police station is out 

of the way and more often than not I am out on patrol.  If you 

need to speak to me in regards to a non urgent matter donôt 

hesitate to ring me.  If you need police attendance for an 

emergency situation ALWAYS ring 000. 

 As always I can be contacted on 5345 3211, 0427 683940 or 

athol.chaffey@police.vic.gov.au 
 

   Athol. 

Clunes Neighbourhood House IncClunes Neighbourhood House IncClunes Neighbourhood House Inc    
69 Service Street Ë 5345 3486 Ë  thegateway@clunes.org 

 

Another year already. We will be 

running the usual courses, Flexi 

Computers, Yoga, Tai Chi and 

Karate. The Health Service is 

continuing the Mobile Gym on 

Mondays, but itôs cheaper this time. 

 Telstra is running a Mobile Phone seminar on the 18th 

of February. We are offering a Food Safety and a First Aid 

course. These can only be run if we have the numbers, so 

please, please, please ring 5345 3486 or email 

thegateway@clunes.org and let us know if you want to do 

them. 

 The free Legal Clinic is still running every second 

Tuesday -- ring 1800 466 488 to book in.  

 A Traditional Gypsy Tarot Workshop will be run on 

21st and 22nd of February, and the Body, Mind and Soul 

workshop will be run again in March. Further details can 

be found in the term program - out soon. 

 Our printer charges have increased this year, and we 

have been forced to increase our prices. Weôre sorry, but 

this was necessary as we cannot offer printer services at a 

loss.  

 The Community Garden now has a shade house and a 

wood fired oven (which makes fantastic pizza). Working 

bees are held every Thursday from 10 oôclock. A key is 

available at other times from the service station. A gas 

barbecue is also available for use. If you would like to 

hold a function there, please call. 

 Do you want another type of course? Do you have 

ideas? Do you want to run a course? Call us. If there is 

enough interest we will start them.  

 The Phone book is almost ready to be produced, so if 

you have updates - please let us know.  Graeme 

Now at Gwenrose Farm 
Call Jenny Gamble (Cert, IV Health, CIMI, TFH) 

5345 3080 / 0427453080  

TOUCH FOR HEALTH (KINESIOLOGY) Î RELAXATION MASSAGE 
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE Î INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE Î FACIALS 
BODY EXFOLIATION Î FOOT TREATMENT Î THE WORKS 
PREGNANCY MASSAGE 
TEACHER/TRAINER BABY MASSAGE 
DE-STRESS AND RELAX PACKAGE 
BODY, MIND AND SPRIT PACKAGE 
REIKI 
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 How delighted I was when my husband and I had the opportunity to 

view the outstanding Xmas decorations at the Community Centre on 

16th December. The ladies who weekly give their services to entertain 

people certainly presented a delightful Xmas picture. 

 

 A lot of the decorations were made by those who attend weekly 

such as the Xmas placemats at each setting and posters on the windows. 

The tinsel decorations and baubles suspended from the ceiling were a 

sight to behold. 

 

 My comment was it would have been great to have a Courier 

photographer come out and take a photo of it all to show people how 

much pleasure they give to all who attend the Day Centre at Clunes. I 

am sure it is the highlight of their week.  ~ Anon. 

ATTENTION ALL CRAFTS -PEOPLE 

Would you like the opportunity to sell your handcrafts at a Craft 

Cottage in Clunes? 

Craft Shop to be opened at 99 Bailey St if enough people 

interested.  Shop run as a cooperative - you pay a joining fee 

(amount depends on number of people) plus 10% of your 

takings (which goes towards rent) and you work at the Shop one 

day per month.  You keep the rest of the money from whatever 

you make that is sold.  

All sorts of handcrafts welcome, as long as they are new, hand 

made and good quality. Shop would be open all weekend plus 

one or two days during the week. 

For more information, ring Judy:  5345 3342 or 0408 088 119 

mailto:athol.chaffey@police.vic.gov.au



